VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2006

RICHMOND, VA

The Virginia Society of Medical Assistants annual business meeting was held at the Sheraton Park South in Richmond, Virginia, on Saturday, April 22, 2006.  President Charlene Couch, CMA called the meeting to order at 1:43 p.m.  She had all members read the AAMA creed.  She then introduced the head table. 

Credentials Report:

Barbara Helbert, CMA reported that the voting power was 27, majority 15, and two thirds vote 17.

Timekeeper:


Nina Beaman, RN, CMA

Tellers:


Nancy Patterson, CMA and Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC

Convention Rules:  

Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC read the convention rules which were in the convention packet.  

Minutes 2005:

Charlene Couch, CMA reported the minutes of the 2005 annual business were in the convention packet and that they had been previously approved.

Audit Committee Report:
Charlene Couch, CMA, Nancy Patterson, CMA and Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA met the previous night and found the financial books to be in order.

Officers Reports:

President:


Charlene Couch, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Vice President:

Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC – Report on the table.

Secretary:


Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Report in the convention packet.

Treasurer:


Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA – Report in the convention packet. 

Immediate Past President:
Debby Houston, CMA – No report.

Parliamentarian:

Karen Ivey, CMA – No report.

Historian:


Deb Benson, CMA, CPC – Absent

Delegates’ Reports:

Charlene Couch, CMA; Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC; Joyce Hardee, CMA-A; Barbara Helbert, CMA - All in the convention packet.

Committee Reports:



Budget & Finance:

Debby Houston, CMA, CPC – Read the proposed budget which was recommended for adoption by the Budget & Finance Committee.  Proposed budget also in convention packet.  A motion was made by Lynn Mohr, CPC that this proposed budget be adopted.  This was seconded and approved.

Bylaws:


Jackie Jarrett, CMA – No report.

Certification:


Karen Ivey, CMA – Report on the table.  She reported the name of the Membership Scholarship Fund will be the Carol Richards Membership Scholarship Fund which will come under the auspices of the Certification Committee.
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Credentials:


Barbara Helbert, CMA – No further report.

Insurance Liaison:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC – Report in the convention packet.

Membership:


Barbara Helbert, CMA – Report in the convention packet

Publicity/Web site:

Carolyn Johnson, CMA – Report in the convention packet.  She reported that the Executive Board had voted last evening to retire the Dominionette.  The details will be worked out through an Ad Hoc Committee to be appointed by the Incoming President.

Public Relations:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Public Policy:

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Nominating:


Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Read the slate of officers as:





President:  Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC





Vice President:  Barbara Helbert, CMA





Secretary:  Debby Houston, CMA, CPC





Treasurer:  Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA





Delegate:  Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC





Alternate Delegate:  Virginia Thomas, CMA

There were no nominations from the floor.  President Couch closed the nominations and instructed the Secretary, Joyce Hardee, CMA-A to cast the single vote for the slate of officers, which she did, electing the entire slate.

Special Appointments:

Five-Year Strategic Plan:
Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC – Report on the table with the new Five-Year Strategic Plan

Leadership Development:
Joyce Hardee, CMA-A and Charlene Couch, CMA – Reports in the convention packet.

Convention 2006:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC and Charlene Couch, CMA – Gave a revised report with 44 full member, 2 nonmember, 4 students, 3 Saturday only, 

1 Sunday only with grand total of 54.  The CPR and First Aid Class raised a total of $500 which Nina Beaman, RN, CMA and the instructors and Bryant and Stratton will donate to the Make a Wish Foundation.

Seminar 2006:

Karen Ivey, CMA – Reported to be held November 3-5, 2006, in Newport News at the Omni Hotel and Medical Careers Institute.

Convention 2007:

Virginia Thomas, CMA, Virginia Beach – Reported they are working on the details.  This will possibly be held April 20-22 in Norfolk with the installation ceremony on the Spirit of Norfolk. 

Seminar 2007:

Nancy Milton, CMA, Lynchburg – Reported they are working on the details.  This will possibly be held November 10-12, 2007.

Convention 2008:

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – Reported this may possibly be held in the Jamestown/Williamsburg area and that Pat Morris, CMA has been appointed Co-Chair.

Seminar 2008:

Augusta Chapter – Details to be announced.
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National Representatives Reports:

Deb Benson, CMA, CPC – BOT – Absent.

Charlene Couch, CMA – CRB – Retired.

Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – CRB – No report.

Barbara Helbert, CMA – Membership – No report.

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC – No report.

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – No report.

Debby Houston, CMA, CPC – No report.

President Couch read a note from Lee Damon, CMA, AAMA Immediate Past President congratulating VSMA on their fifty years of service.  President Couch then encouraged the VSMA members to speak with the national representatives for information on opportunities to serve the AAMA.

Advisors Reports:

None.

Chapter Reports:

Augusta:


Lynn Mohr, CPC spoke on their speakers and upcoming Yard Sale.

Central Virginia:

Nancy Milton, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Old Dominion:

Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Report in the convention packet.

Peninsula:


Karen Ivey, CMA – reported on their speakers and that they are planning the Fall education seminar in Newport News.  They will host Meet and Greet to encourage members to attend the chapter meetings.

Southwest:


Nancy Patterson, CMA – Reported interest from ECPI medical students and that they have their web page caught on the VSMA web site.

Virginia Beach:

Virginia Thomas, CMA – Report on the table.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None.

NEW BUSINESS:  


President Couch reported that Lynn Mohr, CMC and Virginia Thomas, CMA were elected to the Nominating Committee last evening.  Lynn Mohr has been appointed Chair.  Nominations for the remaining three committee members were taken.  Those nominated were Karen Nichols-Sckoff, CMA, South West; Carolyn Johnson, CMA, CPC, Old Dominion; Vince Druash, CMA, Central Virginia.  These three were elected by consensus vote.

In Coming President, Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC read her list of proposed Committee Chair for next year.  Nina Beaman, RN, CMA moved that these be accepted as proposed.  This was adopted.
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President Couch discussed the proposed Bylaws change which the Executive Board was recommending.  As this had not been published thirty days in advance of this annual meeting, it could only be adopted by unanimous vote.  The motion was amended by Vince Druash, CMA as follows:

The Advisory Board shall consist of up to four (4) physicians.  Advisory Board members are appointed at the Spring Executive Board meeting each year, as terms expire, and shall serve for a period of three years.  The Chairman of the Advisory Board shall be designated by the Executive Board at the Spring meeting for a twelve-month period with the option of reappointment.  Advisors are welcome to attend the three Executive Board meetings each year or, when attendance is not feasible, be available by phone/e-mail for consultation on health care matters including, but not limited to, clinical issues involving CMAs.  Advisors are strongly encouraged to attend the Spring Executive Board meeting which coincides with the Annual State Convention and election of new officers.  Local Chapter Advisors are not precluded from serving as State Advisors.

As the vote for this proposed Bylaws change must be unanimous, each person stood and counted off.  The Amended Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Announcements:

First Executive Board Meeting – August 20, 2006, Chippenham Medical Center

Dominionette/Reminder Card Deadline - Ad Hoc Committee will report on the specifics.

AAMA National Convention – Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 8-12, 2006

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA moved for adjournment.  This was approved.

Adjournment:  3:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joyce Hardee, CMA-A

Secretary

