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Virginia Society of Medical Assistants

4th Executive Board Meeting

April 21, 2006

Richmond, Virginia

The Fourth Executive Board Meeting of the Virginia Society of Medical Assistants was held at Sheraton Park South in Richmond, Virginia, on Friday, April 21, 2006.  President Charlene Couch, CMA called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m. and read a devotional.  She then introduced the head table.  Barbara Helbert CMA read the roll call and reported that a quorum was present.

The minutes from the February, 2006, Executive Board meeting were approved as previously distributed.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS:

President:


Charlene Couch, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Vice President:

Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC – Report on the table.  She read the following correspondence:

Correspondence:

· Letter from Boni M. Bruntz, CMA-A stating there were no Bylaws revisions that affected the State society and that Virginia was in full compliance.
· Letter from David Knight, Coordinator of Annual Convention-AAMA placing Virginia’s bid for the 2010 Convention.
· Letter from Betty Springer, CMA-C, Marketing Strategy Team with a compilation of marketing ideas from state societies and chapters.  Copies will be distributed.
· Letter from Mary C. Dyer, CMA-A, AAMA president wishing societies luck with their annual meetings and to encourage leadership training for volunteers.  Association Now magazine at front table – this is the “Volunteer Leadership” issue.

· Letter from David Knight with a copy of the new continuing education approval request form.  Copies at front table.  Also, this document is available online at the AAMA website.

· Letter from Carol Richards, CMA thanking us for honoring her with naming the membership scholarship fund – she suggested Virginia Society Membership Scholarship Fund.

· Jean Lynch Director of Communications and marketing – sent information for Excel and entry form for students to submit ad to possibly win $1000.

Secretary:


Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Report in the convention packet.

Treasurer:


Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Immediate Past President:
Debby Houston, CMA, CPC – No report.

Parliamentarian:

Karen Ivey, CMA – Absent.

Historian:


Deb Benson, CMA, CPC – Sent regrets.  She cannot attend as she is the AAMA representative to North Dakota this weekend.  She sent the scrapbooks.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Budget & Finance:

Debby Houston, CMA, CPC – Report in the convention packet.  

Bylaws:


Jackie Jarrett, CMA – There were no mandated changes from AAMA this year.

Certification:


Karen Ivey, CMA – Absent

Credentials:


Barbara Helbert, CMA – Previously read the roll call.

Insurance Liaison:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC – Report in the packet.

Membership:


Barbara Helbert, CMA – reported 333 members, 221 Active, 73 Students, 33 Associate, 4 Sustaining, 1 Affiliate, 1 Deceased, 70 At Large.

Publicity/Web Site:

Carolyn Johnson, CMA – Report in the convention packet.  She asked chapters to look at their web pages and update missing information.

Public Relations:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC – Report in the convention packet.

Public Policy:

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Nominating:


Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Report in the convention packet.

Special Appointments:

Five-Year Strategic Plan:
Sharon Betlej, CMA, CPC – Provided copies of the plan.  No report.

Leadership Development:
Joyce Hardee, CMA-A, Charlene Couch, CMA – Report in the convention packet.

Convention 2006:

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC, Charlene Couch, CMA – Reported 44 full member packets, 2 nonmember full packets, 4 students.  They thanked the chapters for chairing committees and their contribution.  

Seminar 2006:

Karen Ivey, CMA – Peninsula will host the 2006 seminar 

November 3-5, 2006, at the Omni Hotel in Newport News and at the Medical Careers Institute.
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Convention 2007:

Virginia Thomas, CMA – Virginia Beach.  They are looking at 

April 20-22, possibly downtown Norfolk with installation ceremony possibly being on the Spirit of Norfolk.

Seminar 2007:

Central Virginia – Nancy Milton, CMA - They are looking at having this seminar in Lynchburg the second weekend of November.

Convention 2008:

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – Reported the possibility of holding this in the Jamestown/Williamsburg area.  Pat Morris, CMA has been appointed Co-Chair.

AAMA Representative:
Trustee, Billie Acree, CMA from Oklahoma was introduced.

National Representatives

Reports:



Deb Benson, CMA, CPC – Absent

Charlene Couch, CMA – Reported she has retired from the CRB.

Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Reported she will attend the Curriculum Review Board meetings in May and August in Chicago.

Barbara Helbert, CMA – Membership – Reported sending information to her assigned states.

Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC – Reported she had resigned from the Marketing Strategy Team for personal reasons.

Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – Continuing Education Board – Reported they are working on better relations with the publishers and are also working on trying to have lap tops provided by AAMA for convention attendees.  

Debby Houston, CMA, CPC – Continuing Education Board – Reported she will attend the July meeting in Chicago.  She is Chairman of the Practice Managers Task Force and asked for volunteers to this task force.

Advisors:  


No advisors.  President Couch referred members to look at the proposed Bylaws change regarding Advisors which will be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting.

Chapter Reports:


Augusta:


Tonya Wood, CMA – Lynn Mohr, CPC, spoke on their educational speakers, Installation in May and July Yard Sale.

Central Virginia:

Nancy Milton, CMA – Report in the convention packet.  They have had good speakers with 33 attending the last meeting, most of which were students.

Old Dominion:


Joyce Hardee, CMA-A – Report in the convention packet.  Charlene Couch, CMA is the newly installed President.  She reported they take one meeting for 
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a planning session to set programs for the rest of the year and reported they have speaker field trips.


Peninsula:


Karen Ivey, CMA – Absent

Southwest:


Nancy Patterson, CMA – Reported they have more new members attending and that they are reaching out to the medical assisting programs in the area.

Virginia Beach:

Virginia Thomas, CMA – Reported they have students from Medical Careers Institute and Key Business College attending.  They are proposing different formats and locations for their meetings.  They have had good speakers this year and had Installation in May.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Advisors Bylaws Change:  PROPOSED WORDING:  The Advisory Board shall consist of up to four (4) physicians.  Advisory Board members are appointed at the Spring Executive Board meeting each year, as terms expire, and shall serve for a period of three years.  The Chairman of the Advisory Board shall be designated by the Executive Board at the Spring meeting for a twelve-month period with the option of reappointment.  Advisors are asked to attend the four Executive Board meetings each year or, when attendance is not feasible, be available by phone/e-mail for consultation on health care matters including, but not limited to, clinical issues involving CMAs.  Advisors are encouraged to attend at least the Spring Executive Board meeting which coincides with the Annual State Convention and election of new officers.  Local Chapter Advisors are not precluded from serving as State advisors.  

A motion was made and approved that the VSMA Executive Board recommend this proposed Bylaws change for adoption at the annual meeting.

Dominionette:


Nina Beaman, RN, CMA – moved that the VSMA no longer publish the Dominionette and to just solely have the website as the VSMA official publication with post cards sent twice a year telling members of seminar and convention registration forms available on the website which can be down loaded.  This motion was approved.  

The In-Coming President will appoint an Ad Hoc Committee to delineate the new changes and responsibilities.

Membership Scholarship:
Copies of the application were on the table.  This scholarship is administered by the VSMA Certification Committee.   There was a motion made that the VSMA Membership Scholarship Fund be named the Carol Richards Membership Scholarship.  After discussion, this motion was withdrawn pending further discussion with Carol Richards.
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NEW BUSINESS:

Election of two members to the VSMA Nominating Committee:  Lynn Mohr, CPC from August Chapter and Virginia Thomas, CMA from Virginia Beach Chapter were elected to the VSMA Nominating Committee.  Three additional members will be elected to this committee at the Annual Business Meeting.

President Couch announced she had appointed Kathy Nixon-Turner, CMA, CPC and Nancy Patterson, CMA as Tellers at the Annual Business meeting with Time Keeper as Nina Beaman, RN, CMA.

President Couch noted the electronic vote regarding funding for sponsorship for Laura Durham, CMA from North Carolina as a speaker on Sunday was 12 YES and 1 NO.  After discussion, a motion was made:  that the VSMA Executive Board give Laura Durham, CMA a $200 Speaker Honorarium.  This was seconded and approved.

Announcements:

Annual Business Meeting, April 22, 2006 after the “Tea”

First Executive Board Meeting, August 20, 2006 at Chippenham Medical Center

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Hardee, CMA-A

Secretary

