VIRGINIA SOCIETY OF MEDICAL ASSISTANTS
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

April 10, 2021
The VSMA Executive Board Meeting was called to order April 10, 2021, by President Karen Nichols-Skoff CMA(AAMA) at 1:59 PM. She read a motivational quote for the Invocation , and then introduced the Head Table. 

Credentials Chair, Joyce Hardee CMA(AAMA) gave the credentials report as a total of 16 members attending with a majority being 9 and two-thirds 11. A quorum was present.





Conference Rules:


Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA (AAMA) read the conference rules. Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA) CPC, CPMA, CEMA moved for their adoption, and they were adopted by consensus.  
Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA) moved for adoption of the 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes which had been posted to the VSMA Website. Virginia Thomas, CMA (AAMA)seconded. They were adopted.

 
Audit Committee met following adjournment of this meeting. 
Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA) CPC, CPMA, CEMA and Debby Houston, CMA (AAMA) CPC reported the Treasurer’s books had been audited and were in order.
Officers Reports:

President



Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA (AAMA)-Report on file
Karen announced that she was moving to Ohio and, therefore, had to unfortunately resign as VSMA President for the upcoming year. 

Vice President



Mary Schuknecht, CMA (AAMA) -reported she had attended all meetings.
Secretary



Joyce Hardee, CMA-A (AAMA)-Report on file
Treasurer



Tanisha Farissier, CMA (AAMA)-Report on file (As of February 28, 2021 - Checking $10,153.25 and Money Market $9,697.99)
Immediate Past President


Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA-Reported she had answered all inquiries and forwarded Right to Practice questions to Don Balasa at AAMA.
Parliamentarian



Joyce Hardee, CMA-A (AAMA)-Report on file
Delegates’ Reports-There were no Delegates reports, as the 2020 AAMA Conference had been canceled due to the Covid pandemic.



Committee Reports:
Budget & Finance


Debby Houston, CMA (AAMA),CPC-Report on file
Bylaws




Virginia Thomas, CMA (AAMA)-reported the Bylaws Committee worked extremely hard and reviewed the VSMA Bylaws in their entirety. The Bylaws Committee proposed changes had been posted to the VSMA Website thirty days in advance for members’ review.
Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA moved for adoption as a whole. Nina Beaman, Ed.D.,  CMA (AAMA) seconded. Motion was adopted.

Certification



Mary Schuknecht,CMA (AAMA)-No report
Credentials



Joyce Hardee, CMA-A (AAMA)-See above. No further report.
Membership



Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA-reported the focus of the upcoming year would be on non-renewing members and would be sending postcards.


Public Policy/ Health Careers

Nina Beaman, Ed.D.,  CMA (AAMA)-Reported Don Balasa had written articles regarding medical assistants’ Right to Practice issues due to the pandemic reporting on swabbing and vaccinations. Workplace violence was also an issue.  
Publicity/ Website


Mary Schuknecht, CMA (AAMA); Tanisha Farissier, CMA (AAMA)-reported the new website, www.vasma.org, was now up and running. Approximately 200 to 250 members were now opening the new website which was a distinct increase in viewers. 
Social Media:



Virginia Thomas CMA (AAMA) reported she would look at other social media platforms such as Instagram, Linked In and QR code hoping to increase membership and diversity.
Nominating



Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA-Due to the pandemic, the VSMA Executive Board voted in August to retain the current officers and committee chair for a second year. However, with the resignation of President Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA (AAMA),  Vice President Mary Schuknecht, CMA (AAMA) would ascend to President. Nina Beaman, CMA (AAMA), EdD had previously submitted her bid for Vice President. The Secretary cast the single ballot for Nina as Vice President. 
Joyce Hardee CMA (AAMA) had submitted her resignation as Alternate Delegate. President Karen Nichols-Skoff, CMA (AAMA) appointed Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA to the position of Alternate Delegate. 

Special Appointments:

2-year Strategic Plan


Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA, Debby Houston, CMA (AAMA), CPC-had developed and presented a 2-year Strategic Plan. Chair Benson recommended adoption. The plan was adopted.


2021 Spring Conference


Nina Beaman, CMA (AAMA), EdD-Reported the conference was proceeding well with 31 attendees. 
2021 Fall Seminar


Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA-reported there would be no face-to-face meeting. They were looking into holding the Fall Seminar as a virtual meeting with possible future virtual meetings in July, October and January for 2 CEUs thru Aspen University’s Zoom Room.
2022 Spring Conference


Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA and Maranacci Wilson, CMA (AAMA) volunteered to Co-Chair with Karen Ott, CMA (AAMA) CPC and Jan Craft volunteering to work on the committee.  


AAMA National Representative Report
Sherry Bogar, CMA (AAMA)-reported the AAMA Conference would be held September 24-27, 2021 in Houston TX at the Westin Galleria. There will be a formal President’s Banquet this year. Sherry also reported on other AAMA issues and encouraged VSMA members to volunteer on the national level and become more active.
Leadership



Virginia Thomas CMA (AAMA)-reported they will be holding a Leadership meeting via Zoom focusing on duties and requirements to hold leadership positions.

President’s Charity


Virginia Thomas CMA (AAMA)-reported Hope Tree had been Karen’s charity this past year. Several things had been done for Hope Tree including a raffle at this conference.  Virginia reported that H.E.L.P Center in Churchville, VA would be Mary’s President’s Charity for the upcoming year.  H.E.L.P. loaned medical equipment to those in need.

Old Business: 



No old business.
New Business:



Incoming President, Mary Schuknecht, CMA (AAMA) stated that since the Executive Board had voted in August, the Committee Chairs would remain the same for this year. 
Announcements:



Next Executive Board meeting to be held August 15, 2021 or as announced.  
AAMA President Debby Houston, CMA (AAMA), CPC thanked all the VSMA members for their support of her Presidency during the difficult last year. 

It was announced that Bryant and Stratton was paying for all their students attending the VSMA Conference. Nina thanked Bryant and Stratton and their students for hosting this VSMA Annual Conference.

Adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m.
Respectfully submitted

Joyce Hardee CMA (AAMA)

Recording Secretary

Email Votes Following Closure of this Meeting

April 13, 2021 - Virginia Thomas CMA (AAMA) stated via email that $260 had been raised for Hope Tree Family Services at the conference. She moved that VSMA donate $140 to make the donation a total of $400. Tanisha Farissier CMA (AAMA) seconded.  Motion carried.

April 21, 2021 – Deb Benson, CMA (AAMA), CPC, CPMA, CEMA resigned as Alternate Delegate due to a personal commitment. She moved that Barbara Helbert be appointed as Alternate Delegate. Nina Beaman, CMA (AAMA), EdD seconded.  Motion carried.  
